Tariffs, Trade Wars & Tight Space: Why Shippers Are Racing
to Book Now

The global logistics world is shifting under the weight of new U.S. trade policy—
and shippers can't afford to stand still.

On April 5,2025, the Trump administration implemented a universal 10% tariff
on nearly all imports entering the U.S., a sweeping move branded as “Liberation
Day.” The goal? To incentivize domestic manufacturing and reduce trade
deficits. But for businesses reliant on international supply chains, the result has
been increased uncertainty, rising costs, and a scramble to lock in freight
before the next wave of tariffs lands.

And the clock is ticking.

More Information Below

The Current Trade Climate: What's Happening

Universal Tariff in Effect: A flat 10% import tariff now applies to virtually all
inbound goods. Industries across retail, manufacturing, automotive, and
electronics are already adjusting procurement and pricing strategies as a
result.

Country-Specific Tariff Shocks

China: U.S. tariffs originally peaked at 145% in early 2025. A temporary
agreement now holds the rate at 30% for Chinese imports and 10% on U.S.
exports to China—but this truce expires in July.

EU: A proposed 20% tariff looms, with no finalized resolution. European
exporters are pressing for a mutual freeze, but negotiations remain fragile.
Canada & Mexico: Facing 25% U.S. tariffs, both countries have responded with
retaliatory measures. Energy remains one of the few major exemptions.
Reciprocal Tariffs: The U.S. has begun enforcing “mirror” tariffs, matching any
import duty imposed on U.S. goods by other nations. While this may level the
playing field diplomatically, it adds a layer of unpredictability to freight
planning.

How This Impacts the Shipping Industry

Rising Landed Costs

Tariff adjustments are directly increasing landed costs for importers and
exporters. Margins are tightening across key verticals—especially in consumer
goods, industrial equipment, and electronics. With U.S. Customs enforcing the
10% universal tariff, sourcing and routing strategies are being reevaluated in
real time.
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How This Impacts the Shipping Industry Cont'd

Retail & B2B Inventory Strategies Are Shifting

Major buyers—including big box retailers, e-commerce platforms, and
industrial distributors—are accelerating POs to beat further tariff
escalations. This front-loading is tightening booking windows, creating
uneven demand cycles, and increasing the need for transloading, bonded
storage, and flexible inland solutions.

Limited Space & Equipment Availability

East and Gulf Coast ports are under strain, and transpacific/transatlantic
equipment imbalances are growing. Space is vanishing quickly as shippers
rush to move cargo before July. Allocation has become fiercely competitive,
and carriers are giving priority to established volume clients.

The Bottom Line

For forwarders, NVOCCs, and supply chain managers, the time for reactive
shipping is over. With rates fluctuating and space disappearing, planning
ahead and securing capacity now is not optional—it’s critical.

Why Rose Containerline Is the Partner You Need
As a neutral NVOCC with over 30 years of experience, Rose Containerline is
built to thrive in volatile markets. We specialize in navigating uncertain
trade environments and providing the logistical agility today's shippers
demand.
Here's how we keep you moving:

o FMC-licensed U.S. import/export expertise

« Strategic rate planning to minimize tariff impact

o Guaranteed space and carrier flexibility, even in peak crunch

e Full-service capabilities including FCL, LCL, drayage, OTR, transloads, and

bonded storage

e Strong carrier and agent partnerships across all major trade lanes
Whether you're importing machinery from Asia, exporting goods to Europe,
or reconfiguring your supply chain around tariff zones, Rose has the
knowledge, network, and infrastructure to support you from origin to final
delivery.

Let’s Talk

Rates are rising. Space is limited. Trade policies are changing by the week.
Partner with a forwarder that understands how to navigate it all.

Contact Rose Containerline today to secure space, stabilize your margins,
and future-proof your supply chain.

Email: management@shiprose.com

Website: www.shiprose.com
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